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Focus on affordable housing, buiiders told

Jaipal Reddy promises meeting between builders, officials

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI: The construction in
dustry in the country musi
focus on capacity building
and providing affordable
housing, Jaipal Reddy, Union
Minister for Urban Develop-
ment, said.

[naugurating BAICON
2010, the international expo
on construction organised by

the Builders' Association of

India, here on Friday, Mr
Reddy said at the height of the
boom when the Jawaharlal
Nehru National Urban Rene-
wal Mission (JNNURM) was
lounched, it was difficull to
find enough contractors who
had the experience to take up
the works. As a consequence,
4 few companies took up too
many conlracts but could nol
complete them He urged con-
tractors to look at bullding up
human resources in the real
estate sector to be able to
cope with the huge boom in
construction that is likely
with increasing urbanisation.
Mr. Reddy also spoke of the
necessity to focus on provid-
g affosdable housing for the
middle class. Instead of build-
ing hugh-cost housing struc-
tures that _
ould afford, the industn
should pay attention 1o Cre-
iting more affordable hous-
I projecis in
perfect time to do it would be
w, considering that the
prices of urban lands were
coming down, he explained
The Minister promised to
facilitate a meeting between
builders and Central Public
Works Department officials
0O SOrt ol l?'f‘.T-'_.Tn.!l‘:\ Iil:
said this in response to com-
nlaints by some builders that
nteracting with the CPWD

iy a few peopls
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CLOSE LOOK: Union Minister of Urban Development Jaipal Reddy at one of the

stalls of BAICON 2010, a thr

-day international exhibition organised by the

Builders Association of India, Southern Centre, at Chennat Trade Centre on
Friday. — PHOTO: A. MURALITHARAN

was not an easy task and in-
hibited the growth of the in-
dustry itself Without
committing himself to specif-
ics, he reassured the builders
participating in the two-day
conference that the Ministry
consilered it an obligation lo
support the development of
the construction sector,

whose growth was synony-
mous with the country's
growth, he added

“All our cities have devel-
oped hunger., The Rs. 1-lakh
crore allotment for the
JNNU/RM (including Central,
State and I"'.Il'lli_h.l:u'l.ll contri-
butions) is proving to be woe
fully inadequate,” Mr. Reddy

said, going on to add that the
immediate requirement to
upgrade infrastructure in the
5,000 cities and small towns
of India was Rs. 5,00,000
Crane,

“Since we do not have that
kind of money, we have to pri-
oritise, We are giving permis
gion for key areas such ae
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solid waste and garbage n
agement, desalination, w
public transport systems,
said.

Parithi Ellamvazh
Minister for Information
Chairman, CMDA, said
State government was ¢
mitted to simplifying
process of securing plan
mits and providing afford
housing to all. It also plan
to develop master plans fc
major cities in Tamil N
on the lines of the Che
Master Plan.

K.V.Rangaswami, pi
dent (construction), La
and Toubro, said it was
construction industry
had made little or no use ¢
resources. The way for the
ture is to ramp up capacil
grow, embed safety and q
ity as part of the work cull
and ensure environm
friendly practices.

A K. Yussouf, national p
ident, BAI, said fluctuat
in the prices of steel and
ment were playing havoc
the construction industry
dustrv representatives w
keen on preparing a pro
ma of a standard cont
document for the nation.”
would be submitted to
Ministry and the Const
tion Indusiry Develuopn
Council

K. Radhakrishnan, |
president, - BAl, sugge:
that a regulatory authorit
formed to control the pr
of cemerit and steel in
country.

1.. Moorthi, state chairn
thanked the State gowe
ment for bringing down
period for clearance of |
permit tod0 days, and wa
it to be implemer
properly.
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